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it can be to the detriment of the business later on.  
When someone is 100% invested in making it work it 
can be actually be easier to achieve financial viability
than when they are distracted by another job.  

Having said that, a common difficulty with people
who start full time is the difficulty in doing it full
time! It’s so easy to get side-tracked and there’s a 
much greater need in our business to develop self 
regulation and self control than when we just need 
to be  reactive to the demands of an employer.

If you could give one tip to a new graduate, 
what would that be? 

From a developmental perspective, I would 
suggest reviewing sessions afterwards by thinking
through what went well and what would you like 
to do differently next time.  The greatest learning
experiences for me have been from my clients.  This

also helps in remembering cases for use as anecdotes 
with other clients.

From the point of view of your business, my tip 
would be to resist getting lost down rabbit holes; 
technologically, academically and even socially.  
Ensure that 80% of your available time is devoted 
to the core activities of seeing clients and making 
people aware of your services.

Finally from a personal perspective, remember 
to enjoy the process and make sessions enjoyable 
for clients, developing and using interesting stories, 
anecdotes and humour.  When sessions are fun as 
well as interesting and relaxing it not only makes 
it more likely that clients will provide referrals and 
come back for more sessions, but it also increases 
the likelihood that you’ll want to stay in the business 
over the long term 

Bereavement - by Trevor Eddolls 

You’ve probably noticed, as you walked along a beach, that, while everything seems to 
be staying the same, it is in fact changing. On one side of you is the sea. And you see and 
hear the sound of the waves with the tide coming in and going out. You can look at the 
blue of the sea and the white of the foam, and it’s in constant motion, constant flux.

And on the other side, as you walk along, is the beach. And you can see the marks that 
high tides have left. You can see the different types and different colours of seaweed
that have been washed up on the beach with each tide. And you might be able to see 
people on the beach – children playing with their brightly-coloured buckets and spades, 
or colourful kites, or other beach games. You can hear their squeals of delight. And you 
know that each day there will be different, there’ll be different tides, different children
– so, although you go to same beach, everything is different.

And that’s the same for so much in our life, things are changing. We may change 
companies, or we change roles within a company. And even doing the same job can 
actually be different each day – perhaps different customers or other differences.

And so it is for people in our life. Old friends from when we were at school probably aren’t 
our friends now. And it’s the same with friends from our old jobs, or people we were 
friendly with on holiday – they probably aren’t our friends now. Change happens … and 
we expect it too, naturally.

But there are some changes that can be painful. It hurts us when the change occurs. And 
yet, at the back of our minds, we know change has to occur, even though we don’t want 
this change to have occurred. So, what can we do? How can we be like the beach that 
knows the tides will sometimes come in higher, and sometimes the waves will be stormy. 
How can we accept the changes that have occurred? How can we realign our thinking 
with the way things are now?

How can we get over the feeling of betrayal when we allow ourselves to laugh, even 
though that loved one isn’t with us to laugh? How can we overcome the feeling of 
betrayal when we enjoy a good meal, or a new book, or a great movie, without that 
much-missed person being with us?

The answer is going to be different for everyone, but, somewhere inside us all, nature, like
that natural beach, knows how best to move forward, without betraying anyone. Helping 
us to live our lives in the best way we can. Sometimes, we need to listen to our own 
internal rhythms, our own internal clock, that will, quite naturally, tell us when it is time to 
move on. And it will help us to remember the good times, and carry those memories with 
us, as we experience new good times. 

We know that when it’s our turn to leave this world, we want our friends and families to 
continue to enjoy their lives without feelings of guilt. That’s just natural.
In our minds, we know that the beach is still the same beach, but things are naturally 
different there, now.
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